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SMALL TREE LIST 
 

This is a list of small trees that may be suitable for planting in your area. This list is not 
comprehensive and you should seek information on these and other suitable trees. Look 
for information on the Internet, library, gardening books and magazines and by talking to 
horticulturalists/gardeners. Look at what is growing well in your neighbourhood. 
Plants benefit from soil improvement prior to planting. 
Plants require extra care (regular deep watering and mulching) to get them established.  
Trees should be located so they have enough space (width and height) and do not 
conflict with services (power, water etc) or your neighbours. 

 
 

Some Suggested Species 
 
Scientific Name Common Name Approx. 

Mature 
Size 

Description 

*Acacia sp. Wattles Up to 
10m 

Yellow/Cream flowers. 
Native. 

Acer buergeranum Trident maple 8m  Bright red leaves in 
autumn, deciduous 

Acmena smithii  (cultivars) 
 

Lilly Pilly 10m Bushy with berries. 
Native. 

Agonis flexuosa Western Australian 
Willow Myrtle 

8m Drooping foliage, 
Cream/white flowers. 
Native. 

Albizia julibrissin Silk Tree 8m Deciduous, Pink flowers 
Amelanchier laevis ‘cumulus’ Serviceberry / shad 

bush 
8m Deciduous, small white 

flowers, Bronze leaves. 
Angophora bakeri Narrow leafed apple 8m Rough bark. Cream/white 

flowers. 
Native. 

Archontophoenix 
alexandrae/cunninghamiana 

Alexander/Bangalow 
Palm 

15m x 
3m 

Self-cleaning Palm. Good 
cocos palm substitute. 2 
palms =1replacement tree 

Backhousia citriodora Lemon myrtle 8m White flowers. Avoid frost. 
Native. 

Backhousia myrtifolia Grey myrtle 6m White flowers. 
Native. 

Banksia integrifolia Coast Banksia 10m Lime flowers. Attracts 
birds. 

Banksia serrata Old man Banksia 10m Green flowers. Gnarled 
trunk, Attracts birds. 

Brachychiton populneus 
 

Kurrajong 10m Small attractive tree. 
Symmetrical shape. 
Native. 

Buckinghamia celsissima Ivory curl flower 10m Lots of Cream flowers. 
Native. 

Callicoma serratifolia Black wattle 8m Cream flowers, small tree 



 large shrub. 
Callistemon salignus 
 

Willow bottlebrush 8m White flowers. Native. 

Callistemon viminalis 
 

Weeping bottlebrush 8m Red flowers. Native. 
 
 

Callitris rhomboidea Port Jackson pine 8m Native conifer 
* Ceratopetalum 
gummiferum 
 

NSW Christmas 
Bush 

* 7m Flowers turn pink/red in 
December. Native. 

* Cercis siliquastrum Judas tree * 7m Deciduous, purple 
flowers. 

Cupressus sempervirens 
 

Italian Cypress 15m Narrow feature tree, Dark 
green.  

Cupressus torulosa Bhutan cypress 12m Pendulous branching 
conifer 

Elaeocarpus reticulatus Blueberry Ash 8m Attractive leaves, flowers 
and small blue edible fruit. 
Native. 

Fraxinus griffithi Evergreen ash 12m Requires deep soil &root 
space. 

Hymenosporum flavum 
 

Native Frangipani 8m Slender native tree with 
frangipani-like flowers. 

Koelreuteria paniculata Golden Rain Tree 8m Deciduous, Yellow flowers 
Melaleuca decora 
 

Honey Myrtle 10m White flowers in summer. 
Native. 

Melaleuca linarifolia 
 

Snow in Summer 8m White flowers in summer. 
Native. 

Parrotia persica Persian Witch Hazel 8m Deciduous, Brilliant multi- 
coloured leaves. 

*Photinia robusta 
 

Chinese Hawthorn * 7m White flowers. New 
leaves bronze. large 
shrub. 

Pistacia chinensis 
 

Chinese pistachio 8m Attractive autumn colour, 
deciduous 

*Pittosporum eugenioides 
 

Tarata * 7m Variegated leaves. Bushy, 
good screen. 

Pyrus calleryana 
 

Callery Pear 8m Deciduous, leaves yellow 
& red In autumn. 

Pyrus ussuriensis 
 

Manchurian Pear 9m Deciduous, leaves bronze 
In autumn. 

Sapium sebiferum 
 

Chinese tallowtree 10m Attractive autumn foliage. 

Tristaniopsis laurina 
 

Water Gum 10m Popular small tree. 
Commonly used in 
streets. Native. 

 
These are just a few suggestions. Your local Nursery, Garden Centre, Arborist or 
Horticulturalist can assist you in selecting the best tree for your property. 
 
* These species are unlikely to comply with the requirements of Council Tree 
Preservation Order replanting conditions. 
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